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Household expenditures
Communications is the fastest-growing 

consumption sector in the OECD 
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Evolution of Communication access in the  
OECD area
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Lines/channels per 100 inhabitants (2004)
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Gain / Loss of Fixed lines and Mobile subscribers for 
the 2002-2004 period
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Mobile subscribers & subscribers using 
prepaid cards/100 inhabitants (Dec. 2004)
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OECD National Residential basket (Feb. 
2006, VAT included)
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OECD Mobile medium User basket (Feb. 
2006, VAT included)
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Households with access to the Internet (% 
of all households)
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Broadband growth
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OECD Broadband Rankings: 2005
158 million broadband subscribers in the OECD 
equal to 13.6 subscribers per 100 inhabitants
Iceland leads the OECD with a penetration rate 
of 26.7
Korea has moved to the next stage of 
development with users dropping their DSL lines 
in favour of fibre
Japan leads the OECD in fibre-to-the-premises 
with 4.6 million FTTH subscribers
Fibre subscribers alone in Japan outnumber 
total broadband subscribers in 21 of the 30 
OECD countries
Australia: 13.8 Broadband subscribers per 100 
inhabitants
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Broadband penetration growth 
1999 - 2005
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OECD Broadband (December 2005)
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DSL Cable Other OECD average

OECD Broadband subscribers per 100 inhabitants, by technology, December 2005 

OECD average

AU
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Population density (national)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Ice
lan

d
Kore

a

Neth
erl

an
ds

Den
mark

Switz
erl

an
d

Finl
an

d

Norw
ay

Can
ad

a

Swed
en

Belg
ium

Ja
pa

n

Unit
ed

 Stat
es

Unit
ed

 K
ing

do
m
Fran

ce

Lu
xe

mbo
urg

Aus
tria

Aus
tra

lia

Germ
an

y
Ita

ly
Spa

in

Port
ug

al

New
 Zea

lan
d

Ire
lan

d

Cze
ch

 R
ep

ub
lic

Hun
ga

ry

Slov
ak

 R
ep

ub
lic

Pola
nd

Mex
ico

Turk
ey

Gree
ce

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Broadband (2005)
Population density (2004)

Simple correlation = 0.272

Broadband penetration Population density

OECD broadband penetration and population densities 

Source :  OECD

15

Broadband and GDP

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Ice
lan

d
Kore

a

Neth
erl

an
ds

Den
mark

Switz
erl

an
d

Finl
an

d

Norw
ay

Can
ad

a

Swed
en

Belg
ium

Ja
pa

n

Unit
ed

 S
tat

es

Unit
ed

 K
ing

do
m
Fran

ce

Lu
xe

mbo
urg

Aus
tria

Aus
tra

lia

Germ
an

y
Ita

ly
Spa

in

Port
ug

al

New
 Zea

lan
d

Ire
lan

d

Cze
ch

 R
ep

ub
lic

Hun
ga

ry

Slov
ak

 R
ep

ub
lic

Pola
nd

Mex
ico

Turk
ey

Gree
ce

0

10 000

20 000

30 000

40 000

50 000

60 000

70 000

Broadband (2005)
GDP per capita (USD, PPP, 2004)

Simple correlation = 0.598

Broadband penetration GDP per capita

OECD broadband penetration and GDP per capita

Source : 



6

16

Incumbent’s broadband speeds
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Unbundled local loop

No unbundling

Broadband speeds offered by incumbent operators, Mbit/s, September 2005

Japan & Korea
(100 Mbit/s)

Unbundling has been announced
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Top offers (unlimited fixed calling)
Company Type Country Price 

USD 
(PPP)

Price 
USD

Down
(kbit/s)

Bit Cap 
(MB)

TV 
Chan

Free Telecom ADSL France 32.50 36.72  20 000 93
Casema Cable Netherlands 48.43 53.75  10 000 42
Versatel ADSL Netherlands 60.62 67.28  20 000 1
Kabel Deutschland Cable Germany 68.77 78.40  6 200 38
Cablecom Cable Switzerland 71.83 102.72  2 000 87
TeliaSonera ADSL Sweden 75.00 92.25  24 000 23
France Telecom ADSL France 78.98 89.25  8 000 34
Lyse Fibre Norway 80.86 120.48  4 000 23
Mstar Fibre USA 90.26 90.26  15 000 24
Smart Telecom Fibre Ireland 91.38 122.44  2 000 70
Noos Cable France 91.89 103.83  10 000 100
Telenor ADSL Norway 98.54 146.83  4 000 25
TDC ADSL Denmark 100.68 143.97  4 096 18
Telewest Cable UK 106.50 119.28  1 000 100
Belgacom ADSL Belgium 113.54 124.89  4 000  30 000 42
SBC ADSL USA 124.97 124.97  3 000 60
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Top offers (timed/charged fixed calls)
Down
(kbit/s)

Yahoo! BB Fibre Japan 29.27 39.22 100 000 24
NTT West Fibre Japan 44.93 60.2 100 000 21
Welho Cable Finland 48.59 61.71 6 000 12
Elisa ADSL Finland 50.62 64.28 8 000 12
Auna Cable Spain 54.4 51.13 2 048 50
KT Fibre Korea 62.81 54.01 100 000 44
J:COM Cable Japan 73.28 98.2 30 000 100
Com Hem Cable Sweden 73.49 90.39 8 000 35
Simmin ADSL Iceland 78.29 126.05 6 000 10
Sonera ADSL Finland 87.54 111.18 24 000 12
Aliant ADSL Canada 90.14 94.65 5 000 70
Bell Canada ADSL Canada 92.17 96.77 5 000 53
Bigpond ADSL Australia 92.54 99.01 1 500 10 000 33
AON ADSL Austria 93.78 105.03 2 048 15 000 13
TCNZ ADSL New Zealand 95.5 101.23 2 000 10 000 36
Telefonica ADSL Spain 95.84 90.09 1 000 48

TV ChanCompany Type Country Price USD 
(PPP)

Price USD Bit Cap (MB)
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Bit caps
Company Country Bit Cap Video Voice call Podcasts DIVX Video

2064 kbps 64 kbps 30 min 1.5 hours
MB Minutes Minutes Downloads Downloads

Belgium Versatel   500   32  1 042   17   1
Iceland Og Vodafone  2 000   129  4 167   67   3
Portugal AR Telecom  6 000   388  12 500   200   9
Portugal Portugal Telecom  8 000   517  16 667   267   11
Portugal TV Cabo  8 000   517  16 667   267   11
Australia Bigpond  10 000   646  20 833   333   14
New  Zealand TCNZ  10 000   646  20 833   333   14
New  Zealand Telstraclear  10 000   646  20 833   333   14
Australia Optus  12 000   775  25 000   400   17
Austria AON  15 000   969  31 250   500   21
UK BT  15 000   969  31 250   500   21
Ireland Eircom  16 000  1 034  33 333   533   23
Luxembourg Coditel  20 000  1 292  41 667   667   29
Austria inode  20 000  1 292  41 667   667   29
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Price for full unbundled local loop:
(Monthly rental -euros)
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Some future issues

VoIP

Universal service

Regulatory treatment of FTTH

NGN

Convergence – FMC

Regulatory forbearance
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THANK YOU

www.oecd.org/sti/telecom


